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The ‘continuum of 
violence’ (Liz Kelly)

“gender links violence at different points on a 
scale reaching from the personal to the 
international, from the home and urban 
backstreet to the manoeuvres of the tank column 
and the sortie of the stealth bomber: battering 
and marital rape, confinement, “dowry” burnings, 
honour killings, and genital mutilation in 
peacetime; military rape, sequestration, 
prostitution, and sexualized torture in war. No 
wonder women often say, “War? Don’t speak to 
me of war. My daily life is battlefield enough.” 
(Cockburn, 2004: 43).  Cartoon by Emma, available here 

https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/Surviving-Sexual-Violence-by-Liz-Kelly/9780745604633
https://academic.oup.com/california-scholarship-online/book/22813/chapter-abstract/183270874?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://english.emmaclit.com/2018/01/11/its-not-ideal-but/


What is the relevant context?

• In the year ending March 2022, in the UK, approx. 3.3% of women and 1.2% of men 
over 16 experienced some form of sexual assault.

• Sexual violence in warzones – sometimes a weapon of war, sometimes opportunistic, 
a form of unit bonding or initiation for fighters, torture, within communities and so 
on. 

• e.g. ‘Comfort System’ in Asia-Pacific War, Bosnia and Rwanda in the 1990s, the 
DRC, Darfur, Yazidi women, Ukraine, Israel/Palestine. 

• Also examples involving British personnel, e.g. against detainees at Camp 
Breadbasket in Iraq. 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/sexualoffencesinenglandandwalesoverview/march2022#:~:text=March%202022%20article.-,Latest%20figures,women%20and%201.2%25%20men).




Gender culture

Interview participants quoted in Gray, Lester and Norton (2023) Servicewomen’s Experiences of the 
Aftermath of Sexual Assault in the British Military, The RUSI Journal, 168:5, 68-80.

• “culture of gender discrimination”

• “very misogynistic environment”

• “massive rape culture”

• “the undertone of the military is just sexual harassment”





“Sexual offences and unacceptable sexual behaviour have no place in the 
armed forces and we are committed to stamping them out. All allegations are 
taken extremely seriously and crimes are investigated by the service police.

“We have set up an independent defence serious crime unit, created a victim 
witness care unit and strengthened our ability to discharge from service 
anyone who has committed an offence or engages in unacceptable sexual 
behaviour.”

(Quoted in the Guardian)

“Institutional gaslighting?” (MacKenzie 2023)

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/nov/26/women-in-uk-military-who-report-assaults-face-ostracisation-report-says
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/good-soldiers-dont-rape/249E4FAF0D8C067E473B9C0404211F8E
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